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january

“Improving water use efficiency is about 
applying the right amount of water in the right 

place at the right time. Automated irrigation 
and fertiliser application systems, like the 

one I’m developing, can increase water use 
efficiency and crop productivity. VARIwise 

automatically analyses spatial soil and plant 
measurements and identifies site specific 

requirements. It then applies irrigation 
and fertiliser specifically when and where 

they’re needed. This precise application will 
increase water and nitrogen use efficiency 
and reduce labour costs, giving significant 

benefits to farmers.” 
– Dr Alison McCarthy, research fellow, 

National Centre for Engineering in Agriculture, 
University of Southern Queensland.

For more, visit  
www.cottoninfo.com.au/water-management

http://www.cottoninfo.com.au/water-management
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“When it comes to climate, knowing which 
indicators and drivers to watch throughout 
the season can help with decision making. 

Forecasting tools rely on imperfect information, 
which can cause variations in reliability, but 

comparing the trends from a range of tools can 
help determine if there’s a consistent pattern 
in the forecasts. That’s why we bring you the 
CottonInfo moisture manager each fortnight. 

It’s a summary of the international forecasting 
models and climate indicators, combined with 
expert opinion and local analysis: a handy tool 

to help you manage risk.”
– Jon Welsh, climate and carbon technical 

specialist, CottonInfo.

For more, visit  
www.cottoninfo.com.au/climate  

Sign up to the moisture manager at 
www.cottoninfo.com.au/subscribe 

http://www.cottoninfo.com.au/climate
http://www.cottoninfo.com.au/subscribe
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“At the heart of integrated pest management 
is the conservation of natural enemies. 

Beneficial species such as predatory insects, 
spiders, bats and birds can help control pests 

and reduce the reliance on insecticides for 
their management. Cotton growers who use 

IPM have shown that with optimal crop growth, 
a healthy population of beneficials and a plant 

monitoring approach, it’s possible to grow a 
Bollgard II crop without (or with significantly 
reduced reliance on) insecticides. It’s a win-

win for both your crop and your bottom line.”
– Sandra Williams, integrated pest 

management technical specialist, CottonInfo.

For more, visit 
www.cottoninfo.com.au/insect-and-mite-

management

http://www.cottoninfo.com.au/insect-and-mite-management
http://www.cottoninfo.com.au/insect-and-mite-management
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“We really embraced Come Clean Go Clean 
many years ago. I found an emerging weed 
problem on a farm we were developing on 
new country, and it became clear that our 

equipment was the only potential source 
of infestation. I decided to take action, and 

insist on clean downs between the different 
sections of our farm. This is part of a wider 

farm hygiene and weed management strategy, 
which has enabled us to keep on top of new 
infestations. There is nothing like impending 
rain to really make you question your resolve 

about clean down, however the benefits speak 
for themselves.”

– Cleave Rogan, cotton grower,  
‘Bookamerrie’, St George.

For more, visit  
www.cottoninfo.com.au/biosecurity and  

www.cottoninfo.com.au/weed-management

http://www.cottoninfo.com.au/biosecurity
http://www.cottoninfo.com.au/weed-management
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“It’s now been 22 years since the first 
detection of Fusarium wilt in Australia and 

it has now been recorded in most cotton 
production districts in QLD and NSW. There’s 

no doubt that it poses a serious threat 
to the industry – the way it has spread in 
recent times into newly developed areas, 

despite awareness of the disease and 
its management, is of real concern. But, 

pleasingly, the research shows the industry 
is able to manage the disease when best 

practice options, and an integrated disease 
management approach, are put in place.”
– Dr Linda Smith, senior plant pathologist, 

QLD Department of Agriculture and Fisheries.

For more, visit  
www.cottoninfo.com.au/disease-management

http://www.cottoninfo.com.au/disease-management
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“The last 30 years has seen the great 
migration of cotton. Today it’s being grown 

some 700kms south of the traditional ‘home’ 
of the crop, thanks to suitable varieties, 

applicable research and on-farm management 
practices. The last five years in particular has 

seen a major swing towards cotton in the 
Murrumbidgee: from 18,000ha to around 

50,000ha of cotton. It’s been fascinating to 
be part of this emerging industry, firstly as 

an agronomist and now in extension. There’s 
an enormous need for information, research 

outcomes, tools and technologies for growers 
and consultants to help maximise their 

productivity and profitability, and this is where 
CottonInfo delivers real benefits.”

– Kieran O’Keeffe, regional development 
officer for Southern NSW, CottonInfo.

For more, visit www.cottoninfo.com.au

http://www.cottoninfo.com.au/weed-management
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“Riparian vegetation provides a host of 
benefits for cotton growers, like habitats for 

wildlife, riverbank stabilisation and water 
filtration. My research investigates where, 

when and how the regeneration of this 
riparian vegetation occurs across the northern 

Murray-Darling Basin. The results show that 
the vegetation is changing, and that this 

change may be partly due to local factors, like 
canopy and litter cover. Any land management 

activities that impact on these, like clearing 
and grazing, can impact vegetation 

regeneration – reducing the abundance and 
diversity of understory plants, and promoting 

the establishment of riparian weeds.”
– Dr Samantha Capon, research fellow, 

Australian Rivers Institute, Griffith University.

For more, visit www.cottoninfo.com.au/
natural-resource-management

http://www.cottoninfo.com.au/natural-resource-management
http://www.cottoninfo.com.au/natural-resource-management
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“Knowing our carbon footprint is important 
to us: there is going to be more market pull-

through around this issue and it is a good 
thing to start monitoring now so we can make 

sure we are on the front foot in terms of 
quantifying our carbon emissions. Our goal 

was to be carbon neutral, and we have been 
able to achieve this through the management 

of our riparian vegetation. It is one thing to say 
that we, as an industry, are managing our land 

well, but to have this quantified is a powerful 
tool for the industry.”

– Anthony Barlow, cotton grower,  
‘Wyadringah’, Mungindi.

For more, visit  
www.cottoninfo.com.au/carbon-farming

http://www.cottoninfo.com.au/carbon-farming
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“I have found a new passion for the benefits 
of improving the soil’s health. I’ve learned that 
to get the best out of any fertiliser, particularly 

nitrogen, all the soil components must be 
in balance. Going to places where farmers 

have been carrying out practices to improve 
soil health for 20 or 30 years and seeing 

them produce crops viably without applying 
any synthetic fertilisers at all, and without 

any tillage, is just amazing. The main thing 
I’ve learned is that nitrogen optimisation is 

complex and that the whole farming system 
needs to be in balance to achieve high 

nitrogen use efficiency.”
– Nigel Corish, cotton grower and 2014 

Nuffield Scholar, ‘Yambocully,’ Goondiwindi.

For more, visit 
www.cottoninfo.com.au/crop-nutrition and 

www.cottoninfo.com.au/soil-health

http://www.cottoninfo.com.au/crop-nutrition
http://www.cottoninfo.com.au/soil-health




october

31 1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

“We see establishing and managing a healthy 
refuge as an important part of our operation. 

Our pigeon pea refuges are inoculated at 
planting, and residual herbicides are used 

to help ensure the refuge crops are healthy 
and weed free. The location of our refuges 

is also really important. Where possible, we 
plant the refuges upwind of the prevailing 

wind direction to minimise potential Roundup 
Ready® herbicide drift onto the pigeon pea, 

and also to make sure the refuges aren’t 
impeding Roundup sprays on our cotton fields. 

Having healthy, attractive refuges means we 
are doing our bit for resistance management.”

– Sinclair Steele, farm manager,  
Auscott Warren.

For more, visit  
www.cottoninfo.com.au/stewardship

http://www.cottoninfo.com.au/stewardship
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“Energy use efficiency on irrigated cotton 
farms is directly linked to water use efficiency. 

The more efficient the farm’s water use, 
the less water is required to be pumped. 

Significant gains can be made by optimising 
both irrigation efficiencies and pump 

performance. In both, you’re aiming for the 
optimum operating point to achieve maximum 

efficiency, leading to improved productivity 
and yield. And, given energy is one of the 
fastest growing on-farm costs, efficiency 

measures are also good for the back pocket.”
– Janelle Montgomery, water use efficiency 

technical specialist (NSW), CottonInfo.

For more, visit 
www.cottoninfo.com.au/energy-use-efficiency

http://www.cottoninfo.com.au/energy-use-efficiency
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“As a grower you rely on research to guide 
decision-making, and trials up here really 
showcase our differences. CottonInfo has 

been great in providing information and 
access to researchers. It’s fantastic talking 

to our researchers to have the opportunity to 
tell them exactly what we are doing so they 

better understand our challenges, and there’s 
also a lot to be said for talking to and learning 
from other growers both inside and out of the 

industry. I definitely feel more connected to 
the industry now.”

– Cam Geddes, cotton grower,  
Farm 161, Emerald.

For more, visit www.cottoninfo.com.au
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http://www.cottoninfo.com.au
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The 2016 cotton calendar is brought to you by the industry’s extension program, CottonInfo. 

CottonInfo brings cotton growers, consultants, and agronomists the latest news, information, events and research, helping to ensure sound 
decision making and to achieve best practice. The CottonInfo team consists of regional development officers, technical specialists and 
myBMP experts. 

We specialise in a number of areas: nutrition, soil health, water management, pesticide use efficiency, energy use, carbon and climate, 
biosecurity, disease and insect management, natural resource management, stewardship and weed control. 

CottonInfo is an initiative of Cotton Australia, the Cotton Research and Development Corporation, and Cotton Seed Distributors Ltd.

For more information, visit us at www.cottoninfo.com.au

Photos in this calendar have been kindly supplied by: John Burgess (cover); Cheryl McCarthy (Jan); Melanie Jenson (Feb, Aug, Sept, Nov, and this page); CSIRO (Mar); Johnelle Rogan (Apr); CRDC (May); 
CSD (Jun); Ruth Redfern (Jul); Sally Ceeney (Oct); and Renee Anderson (Dec).

The content of this calendar is provided for information purposes only and while reasonable care is taken in its preparation, CottonInfo does not guarantee or warrant the accuracy, reliability, completeness 
or currency of the information in this calendar or its usefulness in achieving any purpose. Information published by CottonInfo is considered to be true and correct at the time of publication, however, 
changes in circumstances after the time of publication may impact on the accuracy of this information and CottonInfo give no assurances as to the accuracy of any information or advice contained. Users 
of this material are responsible for assessing the relevance and accuracy of its content. CottonInfo will not be liable for any loss, damage, cost or expense incurred or arising by reason of any person using 
or relying on the information in this calendar.  
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