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Welcome to the 18th edition of the Cotton Wrap!!  
Dryland/ Irrigated Cotton 
The row configuration and plant density trial has had 
some issues mainly due to a lack of rainfall. There are 
some marked difference between plots but due to 
some poor germinations we do not have enough 
replicates to get accurate yield results. We will try to 
re-do the same trial this season, weather permitting. 
This trial will incorporate solid, single skip, double skip 
and super single configurations with plant density of 4 
though to 16 per metre. This is the same protocol that 
CSD are using in a trial at their farm on different 
planting dates. 

 
Dryland trial looking at row configuration and plant density. 

The Dryland Cotton Grower Network was successful in 
their final Grant to the National Landcare Fund which 
will secure the Cover cropping project at Moree to 
finalisation in December 2017. Meetings are planning 
to be held in June to extend results from all projects 
which originated from the priority research areas 
identified last year. 
The Hormone trial at Bellevue has been handpicked 
and will be analysed for yield and quality. This trial is 
using ethylene inhibitors to help plants manage 
stresses and retain fruit. 

 
The CSIRO team hard at work. 
 

Research 
These were some tagged flowers from a trial crop 
planted late on 4th November with 1st flower on 
around 11th Jan. The Yellow tags were attached on 
16th Feb and the orange 6 days later and very few of 
these likely to open. 

 
Last Effective flower of 16th Feb in the Namoi N trial 

The Nitrogen rate trial will be picked on Friday at 
“Bellevue” if all goes well and expecting a pretty good 
result. Still very little visual difference from the Nil 
strip so yield and quality should show a better picture. 

 
Nitrogen rate trial at “Bellevue” 
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FUSCOM 
This is the annual meeting for all of the research 
presently going on in the area of Disease with 
Verticillium very much on the radar along with 
Nematodes in CQ. Key take home messages are- 

 Come Clean Go Clean is by far the most 
effective way to control disease. 

 Warwick Stiller was pushed for a breeding 
solution but disease is in a big line-up with 
weeds, insects and yield. It is happening but 
realistically resistance is up to 8 years away. 

 Even if Warwick could breed resistance the 
pathogen is likely to adapt more quickly. 

 Verticillium 2A seems more severe so get 
samples checked for which strain you have. 

 0-10cm of the soil is where disease pathogens 
are highest. 

 Water sources make no difference to disease 
levels. 

 Good rotations are still effective and more 
work needs to be done to establish which 
ones are best. Legumes will increase 
Verticillium. 

 There is a test for soil which can measure 
inoculum levels and ultimately thresholds but 
it is time consuming and expensive and soil 
sampling is intensive. Alternative testing 
methods are being explored. 

 Premature senescence is being mistaken for 
disease. 

 Fusarium and Verticillium have been 
discovered in the Murrumbidgee and Black 
Root Rot, Alternaria and Sclerotinia are 
increasing every year.  

 Cultivation close to plant roots allows 
Fusarium to infect plants. 

 A trial at Theodore with Corn, Biofumig8tor 
and sorghum all showed reductions in 
nematode levels. Unfortunately levels caught 
back up to the cotton on cotton treatment 
after 1 year of cotton. 

Around the Traps 
Picking is in full swing and many are finished with the 
feet up. Yields have been very good in most cases 
although Verticillium has been one factor for some 
reduced yields. I have heard of some crops at around 
6.5 bales/ acre but in small areas and not widespread 

over the farm with 11-12 bales/Ha fairly common. 
Dryland crops have been not too bad with the average 
around 2.5- 3.5bales/Ha with an area east of Bellata 
reported at 7 bales per Ha. Cowboy Cameron had a 
cracking result with over 12 bales for single skip 
Dryland at Bongeen. A few deep planted Faba bean 
going in around the Namoi and plenty of Chickpeas 
being planned on the back of very high prices and 
area contracts. Canola might miss out this year with 
the window running out for many although have 
heard of some dry planting on the back of forecast 
rain this weekend. A little bit of wheat going in dry out 
around Walgett. 
Up in CQ there is corn coming off and water going on 
for a pretty solid chickpea plant this year. Some 
cotton which was severely affected by rain in Feb and 
subsequently grown on has been yielding up to 11 
bales per hectare with quality at base grade. 
The first crop of cotton is being harvested at Forbes, 
that’s right Forbes with yield being put at 15 bales per 
hectare. 
What’s On 
4th and 5th May- CCA Conference in Moree 
2nd- 4th Aug- Cotton Conference at Gold Coast 
Weeds Workshop dates near you! 
Emerald - Tuesday 31st May 2016, Mayfair Ridge 
Tavern 
Moree - Tuesday 23rd August 2016, Moree Services 
Club, Albert St 
Wee Waa - Wednesday 24th August 2016, Wee Waa 
Bowling Club, 69 Alma Street 
Boggabri - Thursday 25th August 2016, Boggabri Golf 
Club, Gunnedah Rd 
Spring Ridge - Friday 26th August 2016, Spring Ridge 
Country Club, Park Street 
Workshops will be in a small group format and will 
start at 8:30 am and finish by 5pm (or earlier). 
Participant numbers will be limited to ensure active 
participation and discussion – so book early. The 
workshops will cost $50pp (GST inclusive). For more 
information and to register - click here. 
Closing 24th June- Cotton Australia photo comp.-
www.cottonaustralia.com.au/latest-campaigns/faces  
 
 
 
 

http://www.icanrural.com.au/cotton.html#Cotton_workshops
http://www.cottonaustralia.com.au/latest-campaigns/faces
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Sayings of the Month 
“Life has two rules: #1 Never quit #2 Always 
remember rule # 1.”– Unknown 
“I have never in my life learned anything from any 
man who agreed with me.”– Dudley Field Malone 
“Luck is a dividend of sweat. The more you sweat, the 
luckier you get.”– Ray Kroc 
Welshy’s Weather 
A rapid decay of the El Nino in the tropical Pacific has 
seen the IRI (US) issue a 60% probability on 23 April of 
La Nina occurring this spring, up from the BOM’s 50% 
earlier in the month. At present, the SOI is yet to catch 
up to the ocean signal in the Nino3.4 region, however 
this has little impact on climate until June at the 
earliest. Models suggest at least 2 rain events will 
occur in May along with generally warm conditions. 
Seasonal models are surprisingly aligned for wetter, 
cooler conditions this coming spring. Putting aside in 
some fallowed ground for summer crop could be a 
realistic alternative and hedge for a wet harvest 
should this scenario eventuate (most of us have not 
seen this for half a decade). 
Where’s that??? 

 
 

  
Thongs and beer cans at work!!!! 

 
 

Until next time  
 
Cheers 
Geoff 
 
CSD Disclaimer:  General guide only, not comprehensive or specific 
technical advice. Circumstances may vary from farm to farm . To the fullest 
extent permitted by law, CSD expressly disclaims all liability for any loss or 
damage arising from the reliance upon any information, statement or 
opinion in this document or from any errors or omissions in the document. 


