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Welcome to the 17th edition of the Cotton Wrap!!  
Dryland/ Irrigated Cotton 
“Redundant roots”, that is the new word for this 
month uttered by Michael Braunack to the crowd last 
Monday in the soil pit at Drew Penberthy’s property 
near Bellata. A great turnout of 53 growers and 
consultants also heard from Michael Bange and 
Warwick Stiller on research projects currently being 
conducted in dryland cotton around row 
configuration, moderating plant growth with 
hormones and new CSD new varieties containing 
Roundup Ready Flex technology suitable for dryland 
coming through the breeding programme. Paul 
Sloman updated the Cotton Australia response to drift 
damage this season with a call to provide feedback on 
the way forward via a survey coming soon. CGS had 
soil probe data corroborated by the soil pit showing 
graphically how hormone affected cotton was 
mirrored in root formation with the main root lacking 
vigour and size( redundant roots) and water use 
increased along the skip row with moisture bulges 
down the plant line. 

 
The effects of 2 4D damage on root development 

Dave and Pete Ricardo hosted a field day at 
“Morvenvale” west of Rowena to look at progress of 
dryland cotton which was planted on super single 
configuration and received around 200mm in crop 
rainfall. The growth and yield potential certainly 
shows that cotton has a fit in these western cropping 

areas. A soil pit showed good moisture down to at 
least 2.2mtrs. 

 
First ever Dryland Cotton crop on “Morvenvale” west of Rowena 

Research 
The merits of solar power were on display at 
Narromine on the property owned by Andrew Gill 
who is a prominent cotton and broadacre cropper in 
the area. In the picture below is 100KW of panel 
power being supplied to a hybrid drive system 
connected to a submersible pump. A diesel generator 
then keeps the pump running through non-daylight 
hours.Fuel consumption is also reduced during 
shoulder periods when both AC/DC current is blended 
to keep pump flow rates constant. Payback is around 
4 years for this system pumping 24hrs in summer and 
solar only to storage in winter and totally off the grid. 

 
A submersible pumping approx. 5ML per day 

Some tips from Andrew were- 

 Do your homework and be wary of suppliers 
cost/benefit analysis. 
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 Pump efficiency is important and you can 
often keep the same pump 

 Get a quality generator. 

 It is not hard to convert an engine to a 
generator 

 Know your cost of extraction and keep it 
secret from installers. 

 Get quotes for each individual component and 
do it yourself if possible. It is a lot simpler and 
cheaper. 

 Understand your warranties and who is 
responsible. 

 Know and understand rebates which are 
available. 

 Interest subsidies are available for solar 
projects. 

 
An image via the drone showing a nil Nitrogen strip at a trial site 
near Griffith. 

ABARES 2016 
I was fortunate to be able to attend this year’s 
conference. The theme was- “Investing in Agriculture- 
Growing our future”. Some of the key finding that I 
took away were that- 

 $500billion is needed in extra capital by 2050 
to fund farm growth required to take 
advantage of opportunities in Asia. 

 This capital will be needed for the transition 
from older farmers and also the increased 
cost of business. 

 Increasingly there will be opportunities to 
obtain debt through sources other than 
banks. 

 Investors are becoming increasingly 
sophisticated and so many new options will 
become available. 

 Australian Superannuation currently holds 
$1.3 Trillion and increasing with around 0.3% 
invested in Agriculture and increasing albeit 

slowly and looking at amounts of $100million 
or more. 

 There are still very few financial options for 
investors to gain exposure to Ag and it is 
difficult to obtain accurate benchmarking and 
productivity data on which to base investment 
decisions. 

 Family farms are still the most profitable 
farms and will continue to be a dominant 
force in Agriculture. The challenge will be to 
corporatize the business in order to attract 
cheaper capital and manage larger farms. 

 Corporate farms will continue their presence 
and they will try to replicate the family 
farming operation. Some will own and lease 
while others feel best returns are via owning 
and operating. 

 Agricultural productivity has not increased 
that much and high cash receipts are mainly 
due to high prices (cattle), low interest rates 
and a low $A. 

 The housing bubble has been overstated but 
we still have high household debt relative to 
other OECD countries. 

 Land prices in the US have peaked and are 
coming down. 

Around the Traps 
Emerald is well through picking for crops not being 
grown through and yields and quality were generally 
disappointing due to untimely rain at picking. 
I did hear a crop coming off near Dirranbandi having 
an exceptional yield (pre-ginning) and an early 
irrigated crop in the Namoi seemed to be yielding 
well. The Dryland crop continues to suffer from zero 
rainfall and hot temperatures in many parts from 
early Feb. I did hear some Dryland around Bellata was 
yielding very well though and a trial down at Ed 
Tomlinson planted early also appears to have the 
goods. I won’t estimate yields as many still not ginned. 
The feeling in the Namoi is that around the 10th April 
picking will be at full tilt. Many growers at end of Jan 
were saying should have planted more but by end of 
Feb had too much that’s how much water was used. 
What’s On 
12th- 13th April- Fuscom in Toowoomba. 
2nd- 4th Aug- Cotton Conference at Gold Coast 
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1st April- Grower of the Year nominations close so let’s 
bring that trophy back to NSW. Follow the link below. 
www.australiancottonawards.com 
Closing 24th June- Everyone loves a photo comp so 
pass the message on to all those budding 
photographers. Cotton Australia is running a comp 
again with winners announced at the Cotton 
Conference. 
www.cottonaustralia.com.au/latest-campaigns/faces  
Cotton Weeds Management Workshops – Dates for 
your diary! 
CottonInfo, will be running 1-day workshops on 
Cotton Weed Management for cotton growers and 
consultants. The workshops will focus on strategies to 
manage herbicide resistant weeds in cotton farming 
systems.  
Workshop dates near you! 
Emerald - Tuesday 31st May 2016, Mayfair Ridge 
Tavern 
Moree - Tuesday 23rd August 2016, Moree Services 
Club, Albert St 
Wee Waa - Wednesday 24th August 2016, Wee Waa 
Bowling Club, 69 Alma Street 
Boggabri - Thursday 25th August 2016, Boggabri Golf 
Club, Gunnedah Rd 
Spring Ridge - Friday 26th August 2016, Spring Ridge 
Country Club, Park Street 
Workshops will be in a small group format and will 
start at 8:30 am and finish by 5pm (or earlier). 
Participant numbers will be limited to ensure active 
participation and discussion – so book early. The 
workshops will cost $50pp (GST inclusive). For more 
information and to register - click here. 
Sayings of the Month 
If you want to do something you will find a way. If you 
don’t want to do something you will find an excuse. 
Anon. 
The Fisheries inspector comes across Charlie with a 
bucket full of fish. Where is your permit Charlie. It’s ok 
Officer these are pet fish and I have just taken them 
for a swim. Nice try! Here said Charlie I’ll show you. So 
back to the river they go and Charlie tips the bucket of 
fish into the lake. Okay Charlie now call those fish 
back. What fish?? 
“A society grows great when old men plant trees 
whose shade they know they shall never sit under” 
Greek Proverb. 
The wise old owl said- 

“The more he heard the less he spoke, 
The less he spoke the more he heard” 

 
Is there beer? 

Player Profile 
Welshy’s Weather 
"The El Niño is continuing to decay, with the SOI (-5) 
back in neutral territory for the first time since 
November. Multi-week models suggest April will be 
drier than normal so useful for picking but not so for 
planting winter crop. 
Aside from April, indicators and seasonal models are 
quite well aligned for a much improved May & June in 
terms of rainfall. Those years following a strong El 
Niño event have delivered substantial rains during the 
following winter (1973, 1983 & 1998). 
Warmer than average conditions are expected 
through the next 3 months due to warm ocean 
temperatures also" 

 
The New Harparary bridge 

Until next time  
 
Cheers 
Geoff 
 
CSD Disclaimer:  General guide only, not comprehensive or specific 
technical advice. Circumstances may vary from farm to farm . To the fullest 
extent permitted by law, CSD expressly disclaims all liability for any loss or 
damage arising from the reliance upon any information, statement or 
opinion in this document or from any errors or omissions in the document. 

http://www.australiancottonawards.com/
http://www.cottonaustralia.com.au/latest-campaigns/faces
http://www.icanrural.com.au/cotton.html#Cotton_workshops

